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The Lives of Blacks and WhitesPRIVATE 


in Antebellum America

Introduction


This unit is designed to acquaint you with some of the important events, people and legislation concerning one of the darkest chapters in American history -- that of slavery. Always provide documentation (footnotes and bibliography) for all subject content.  If, for example, you are asked to describe the life of a slave, you must accurately depict his/her life based upon written sources.


As part of this assignment, you will do the following:

1. Complete an outline of your topic.
2.
Complete a 3 page expository written assignment.

3. Create an appropriate number of notecards using Noodletools.com     and hand them in with the final essay. 

4.  Cite two print sources and two Internet sources.  
5. Hand in a bibliography   

Syllabus

Day 1 Introduction to the unit. Research reserve materials in 


the library.  

Day 2
 Continue research in the library. Have progress check with 

      Mrs. Simchak. 

Day 3 Finish taking notes, complete an outline with bibliography of the topic.
Day 4 Begin writing the paper – Have progress check with Mrs.    
      Simchak.

Day 5 Complete writing the paper and give it to Mrs. Simchak.


Research Hints

1. Determine what the topic asks you to research by highlighting or underlining the key search words in your 

assignment.

2. Use the list of search terms to books and websites that will give you an overview of your topic. (An overview is an approximate 2 page summary that answers the who, what where, why, and how about your topic.)

3. Refine your topic based on what you find in the overview. 

4. Prepare a working bibliography of sources that you use. Remember you may read a Wikipedia article, but it cannot count as one of your sources and you may not refer to it in your paper.

5. Prepare a preliminary outline of your topic. Refer to the “Sample outline” instructions.

6. Read pages from the various sources that you have found and take notes using NoodleTools.

7. Assemble your notes and organize a final outline. Check the outline to make certain that each subtopic relates to the main topic and is in logical order.

8. Write a first draft of the paper and read it aloud.

9. Write a revised draft with footnotes and a bibliography.

10. Hand in the following: 1. Outline 2. Paper. 3 notecards. 4. Bibliography.

11. Remember to go to Eagle Eyes and type in the words slavery unit to retrieve a list of appropriate Web sites. 
12. If you have question about a person, remember to use the

        database Wilson Biographies.         
13. For citing your resources, go to Noodletools.com
14. Click on Noodletools.com. Create a folder if you haven’t already created one. Choose MLA starter for creating your bibliography. Go to Tips in a Minute and watch the videos for how to make notecards and create a bibliography.
15. Using Databaes from home: Go to http://www.ncslibrary.org 

        Click on the link Home Access. At the username prompt type         in your moodle name and password.
        A list of all the databases with their own usernames and

        passwords will appear. Print it out and use it when you 

        need to access a database from home. 

Prepared by

Katey Craver, Beth Mullen and Sue Gail Spring
1.    Write a 3-page biographical sketch about Octavia Butler. Be sure to include information about key events, experiences, traumas, and successes that may have influenced her writing career and her authorship of the book, Kindred. 

Sources:  Notable Black American Women, pp. 144-147; Black Writers pp. 86-87; Black Women in America Vol. 1 pp. 208-210; Masterpieces of African American Literature pp. 249-252 and The Feminist Companion to Literature in English, p. 164.

2.    Describe the diseases and, if necessary, their causes that afflicted people during the time Kindred was written. Report whether slaves received the same medical treatment as their masters. Include the following information in your essay: the average life span of a slave versus a white person or a free Black person and special diseases such as “dysaethesia aethiopica” and “drapetomania” that may have been confined only to slaves. Note: Please consider childbirth a disease since so many women became seriously ill or died from it.
Sources:  Eyewitness:  The Negro in American History  p. 100 for the definition of the two listed diseases; American Negro Slavery A Documentary History, p. 164 (Contains record of physician visits to slaves); Time on the Cross: The Economies of American Negro Slavery, pp. 117-126; Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl p. 275 (swelling remedy); Roll, Jordan, Roll pp. 62, 224-228, 459-6, 507-508, 542, 603-604, 692-693; American Slavery 1619-1877.  pp. 8,21, 23, 38, 72, 113-155, 105, 146-147 and Life in Black and White pp. 101-105, 192-193.
3.       The Missouri Compromise was one of several government attempts to bridge the conflicts between the North and the South that were growing as the country was expanding. When, why – and by whom, in particular – was this Compromise thought necessary? To familiarize yourself with the problem, examine maps of the states and new territories in 1820, and statistics on the number of slaves in the new state of Missouri. What can you conclude? What groups argued in favor of and against this Compromise, and what were their views? End with a discussion of why you believe that the Missouri Compromise was not going to preserve the union.

Sources:  Famous Five, pp. 32-41,Historical Atlas of the United States p. 117; Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History Vol. 4 p. 1829+; The Awakening of American Nationalism, pp. 97-140; Freedom Now:  The Story of the Abolitionists, pp. 13-16; The Other South, pp. 18-19; Life in Black and White, p. 115; Time on the Cross, p. 25 (Contains U.S. Imports page of Slaves per Decade)and American Slavery 1619-1877, pp. 239-245 (Contains statistical tables).

Refer to several “slave narrative” sources on the book cart. 
4. Describe and explain the daily life of a field slave. As you research this topic, consider the following questions: What type of jobs did they perform? When did their day begin and end? What did slaves eat? What did they wear? Where did they live?  How did they use any free time? Were they permitted to marry legally? What were marriage rituals? Did they divorce? How did they raise their own children while they were working? How were their children taught to behave? What were the funeral rituals when a slave died?
Sources:  Roll, Jordan, Roll pp. 32, 194-202, 463-82, 508-519, 566-84;  Time on the Cross, pp. 126-144; American Negro Slavery, pp. 175-177; Life in Black and White pp. 226-257; The Slave Community, pp. 77-103; funerals - 35-40; The Peculiar Institution, pp.162-170, 342, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl, pp.37-40, 
pp.146-147.

5. This question asks you to research the work of important abolitionists that was intended to free enslaved African-Americans even before the Civil War. As you introduce the topic, first discuss what the general goals of the abolitionists were and why they felt that enslaved people in America should be free. Then describe the specific roles of several significant Northern and Southern abolitionists in the abolitionist movement. If you can, also include a discussion why each believed that enslaved African Americans should be free and how he or she came to these beliefs. Noted abolitionists include: :(1)William Lloyd Garrison, (2) Arthur and Lewis Tappan, (3) Sara and Angelina Grimke, (4) David Walker, (5) Richard Allen and (6) Sojourner Truth. 
Sources:  Black Abolitionists, 3-89 + the index; The Crusade Against Slavery 28-47 + index; Narrative of Sojourner Truth, Introduction, 86-87, index; Freedom Now! 17-54; Let My People Go 
(Contains Walker and Garrison information 43 + and index.)

6.Describe and explain the options that slaves had who wished to become free. Be sure to address the following dilemmas in your essay: Why did slaves want to become free? Should they run away, try to buy their freedom or ask their master for manumission?  Would their job on the plantation or relationship to the slave-owner affect their master's decision to free them?  Where might they go if they become free?  Can they be kidnapped and resold into slavery?  Once free, could they travel freely about the country?  

Sources:  Slaves Without Masters 135-181; Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History, Vol. 2 1059-1062; Free Men All 33-93; Slave and Citizen, 96-97; From Slavery to Freedom, 213-238; Roll, Jordan, Roll 398-413 plus other pages and American Slavery 1619-1877 80-85, 165-166, 177-179, 181-185+.
7.
Describe and explain the workings of the “underground railroad”. Be sure to address the following questions in your essay.  Where did the name, terminology and the original location of the Underground Railroad come from? How were people disguised for travel on the railroad? What were the most common modes of travel?  Who were the conductors?  Were they all white people?  What were Vigilance Committees?  When did slaves tend to travel on the Underground Railroad? What were the penalties for harboring an escaped slave?
Sources:  The Underground Railroad, 45, 60-62, 68-69+, 120.  Let My People Go, 178-220; Eyewitness:  The Negro in American History, 166-168, 179-180 + the index; The Autobiography of John P. Parker, Former Slave and Conductor on the Underground Railroad, Chapter 7; Smithsonian article October 1996; Black Abolitionists 143-167; Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History Vol. 5 2699-2700.

8. Describe the life of a plantation mistress and be sure to include the following information: 1. the practical education of an upper class white girl that might prepare her for being a plantation mistress; 2. traits looked for in a plantation wife; 3. the parents’ role in selection of a future plantation mistress’s husband ; 4. courtship rules ; 5. the usual age for marriage; 6. wedding traditions; 7. changes in life and responsibilities; and 7.any other interesting details.
Sources:  Life in Black and White, 69-83.  Plantation Mistress, use index.
9.Thanks to several oral tradition projects in the early 1900's, we are lucky to have access to many slave narratives.  Read some of these first-hand accounts.  Based on these readings, describe what a typical childhood would have been like for a slave. be sure to include information about the following: 


1.  family ties (Did they live with their parents,          

    grandparents,or siblings?)


2.  relationship with their mother and father in terms of 
          time, care, and what they taught them

3.  how they spent their days as a youngsters

4.  what event(s) made them really understand that they were 
    slaves?


5.  what duties were expected of them at what ages

6. their relationship with their master's children and how

that relationship changed as they grew older.


7.  what lessons they may have learned from the community              about
 how to survive in the slave system.

Sources:  Before Freedom, When I Just Can Remember, 93-95, 57-58, 47, 77, 111.  The Slave Community, 94-103.  Life in Black and White, 112-113, 187-188, 221-225, 248-252. Remembering Slavery tapes. 

10.
Many historians believe the first shot of the Civil War was fired during John Brown's raid at Harper's Ferry in 1859, rather than at Fort Sumter in 1861 (the usual date given for the start of the Civil War).  Depending on one's point of view, John Brown and his followers were either lawless murderers or religious men of conscience determined to save their country by ending the evil of slavery in America.
Describe the events and results of the raid on Harper’s Ferry. Be sure to include both perspectives on John Brown’s raid in your essay.

Sources:  Black Abolitionists, 235-245.  Man on Fire, 278-320.  To 

Purge This Land With Blood, 290-336.

11.
Frederick Douglass, born a slave on the Eastern shore of Maryland in 1818, became the most prominent and revered black American leader of his century.  He was renowned as an orator, the publisher of an abolitionist newspaper, a presidential advisor, and a crusader for women's suffrage.  He remained active in moral causes until his death at his home in Washington, D.C. in 1895.
Discuss what Douglass accomplished as an important abolitionist and how he became a leader in the movement. Weave into a discussion of his accomplishments a description of how events in his life and his personal gifts made him an effective leader of the abolitionist cause.

Sources:  Smithsonian, Feb '95, 114-127.  Narrative of the Life of 
     Frederick Douglass. Be sure to use Wilson Biographies plus and the Douglass biographies on the cart.
12.
Look at a map of the area, especially the states of Maryland, Delaware, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, and all the local rivers and bays. Describe an escape route from Easton, Maryland to Philadelphia Explain why you recommended Pennsylvania when Delaware and New Jersey are closer.

Next, read about slave escapes during the antebellum period (some good sources are listed below). Use the information to provide details for an escape plan. Be sure to include information about some of the following elements:

1.  What factors might a slave have considered before                   deciding to flee? 


2.    did they use a disguise?  Why or why not?


3.   What modes of transportation might they have used from             Easton to Philadelphia


4.   How many miles could they have covered each day? How              long may their trip have taken? 


5.    Did they travel by day or night?  why?


6.    What measures did they to keep from being tracked?

7.    How did they know in which direction to travel?


8     What did they do for food and shelter?

Sources:   Puttin' on Ole Massa, 17-21, 24-30.
13.  Select important events in African-American history between 1815 and 1870 that climaxed in the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Amendments and weave then into an essay.  In your summarized chronology you need to explain why each event is significant to the blacks' struggle for freedom and equal rights.

Sources:  Timelines of African-American History, pp. 49-96;  The Timetables of African-American History, pp. 78-160;  The Black People of America, 63-163; Reconstruction, Landmark Documents in American History.

14.   Describe and explain the beginnings of slavery in North America. Explain the meanings of the terms "Middle Passage" and "Triangle Trade," how the slaves were sold when they arrived and how the trade continued in the United States even though the law prohibited the importation of Africans after 1808.

Sources:  The Black People of America, pp. 35-82;  People in Bondage, pp. 35-105;  Middle Passage, book of paintings by Tom Feeling;  The Slave Trade and Its Abolition, Jackdaw Kit A30, Broadside 1;  Historical Atlas of the United States,  pp. 40-41, 50-51;  Time on the Cross,  pp. 13-58; The Birth of Black America, pp. 87-107;  Live in Black and White,  pp. 166-205.
15.  Although the United States signed the international agreement that banned the international buying and selling of slaves in 1808, the slave trade continued unabated in the United States, especially in the states of the South.  Describe how the slave markets worked. Be sure to include information about the following: the main cities that had major slave auctions; how the sales were advertised and conducted; the most common reasons slaves were sold; whether slaves were sold individually or in groups; the regions that produced the most slaves for sale and what parts of the country needed slaves and for what kind of work.  Explain how the slaves were procured for the sales and how they were moved to the new areas where they would work.

Sources:  The Birth of Black American, pp. 99-103;  Slavery in the United States, American Slavery, 1619-1877, pp. 93-111;  Life in Black and White, pp. 177-183;  Before Freedom, pp. 1-85 passim.;  The Black People of America, pp. 64-73;  Puttin' On Ole Massa, "Twelve Years a Slave," pp. 228-409  (Description of slave pens); The Peculiar Institution, pp. 237-278.

16.  Describe the house of a slave, its construction and furnishings, the clothes the family wears and how they get them, and the typical foods they eat and how they prepare them. 
Sources:  Time on the Cross,  pp. 109-116, 127;  Life in Black and White, pp. 171, 186-189, plates [3], [11], and [16] for pictures of cabins; The Slave Community, "Plantation Realities." pp. 154-193;  The American Slave, "The Black Family under Slavery," pp. 77-94;  Before Freedom, pp. 1-85 passim.; From Sundown to Sunup, (American Slave, Vol.1), pp. 68-77;  Roll, Jordan, Roll, pp. 550-594;  American Slavery, pp. 173-178.

17.   Describe and explain the responsibilities and duties of a house slave who lives on a plantation that grows tobacco, corn, and raises some cattle. When does a house slave’s day begin and end? What kind of tasks do they need to complete? What happens if their owners are displeased? Discuss any advantages that they might have as a house slave. Examples might include: access to better food; possible opportunities to become more skilled and perhaps the chance to learn to read and write.  

Sources:   Life in Black and White, pp. 186-205; Roll, Jordan, Roll, pp. 327-365; From Sundown to Sunup, (The American Slave, Vol. 1), pp. 53-93;  Time on the Cross, pp. 109-157.

18.  During the 1800s there were several slave revolts. Describe at least two slave revolts including those of Nat Turner and Denmark Vesey. 1. Explain the events and situations in Turner and Vesey’s lives that may have motivated them to organize their rebellions and 2. the specific goals of their rebellions. Be sure to include specific information about the nature of each revolt and the consequences faced by each slave.
Sources:  Nat Turner:  Slave Revolt Leader;  Denmark Vesey: Slave Revolt Leader;  Breaking the Chains, pp. 111-124;  Black Protest,  pp. 35-59;  Slave Community,  pp. 119-131;  From Sundown to Sunup  (American Slave, Vol.1), pp. 112-113; The American Negro Slave, pp. 224-243;  The Struggle for Freedom, pp. 75-100;  Nat Turner's Slave Revolt, 1831, The Black People of America, p.79-80;  Encyclopedia of African-American Culture and History, s.v. "Denmark Vesey Conspiracy" and Nat Turner's Rebellion;"  Encyclopedia of Black America, pp. 766, 821.
19. Describe some of the events of the Civil rights Movement that took place in the 1950’s and 1960’s when Dana was a young girl – the boycotts, the sit-ins and the marches. She is really a beneficiary of the movement that led up to the Civil Rights Act of 1964. The essay should conclude with a discussion of the passage of this major act and the civil rights that it assured all Americans.

Sources: Timelines of African-American History, pp. 215-248; The Timetables of Black History, 265-296; The Civil Rights Movement in America, pp. 185-240 and The Civil rights Movement an Eyewitness History, pp. 29-242.
