Alexie, Sherman. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian.

Junior is a budding cartoonist growing up on the Spokane Indian Reservation. After
being suspended, Junior leaves his troubled school on the rez to atterdlateall

high school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. Junior tells his honest
ard funny tale of being torn between two worlds.

Dessen, Sarah. Along for the Ride.
o Auden is about to start college in the fall, and decides to escape her-faakgbrofessor
mom to spend the summer with her novelist father, his new young wifehaindbrandnew
; baby daughter, Thisbe. Over the course of the summer, Auden tackles many new projects:
[ learning to ride a bike, making real connections with peers, facing the emotional fallout of her
Ve '4 parentsO divorce, distancing herself from her mothéradling in love with Eli.

Alegria, Malin. Estrella’s Quinceafiera.

Estrella believes a quincesra, the Mexican custom of celebrating a girl's 15th
birthday, is "just a lame party with cheesy music and puffy princess dresses.” How
can shénave onevhen she has ignored hald friendssince winning a scholarship to
aprivate school? Br new, affluent friends, woulohly mock thetradition Life

would alsobeeasier if $ie weren't attracted soboy whobothher family and new
friends find unacceptaél

Blundell, Judy. What I Saw and How I Lied.

In this sophisticated thriller, 2earold Evie grows up quickly when she discovers her
adored parents are not the people she thought theybiieOs parents get involved in

a shady business deal withoéimer couple on holidayhis novel becomes a

suspenseful, historical mystery that not only subtly explores issues B\pASE

racism, sexism, and socioeconomic class, but also realistically captures the headiness of
first love and the crushing realizatithat adults are not ghowerful.

- Griffin, Paul. Orange Houses.

e 1 Hearing impaired and way too smart for her West Bronx high school, Tamika Mik
~gange | Sykes copes by reading lips and selling homework answers. She's a tough girl who never
ouses| - gets close to anyone, until she meets Fatima, a teenage refugee who sells newspapers on
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o Schutt, Christine. All Souls.
< = In the midst of 1997 Manhattan]-gjirl prep school Siddons churns out ladies with a
wide spectrum of academic skills, mental problems and severe insecurities, all of whom
Q have been touched in some way by the novel's saintly lynchpin, Astra Dell, who leaves

.( ' ;G her studies behind to fight heare cancer.



Mortenson, Greg. Three Cups of Tea.

.. Dangerously ill when he finished his clinbK2 in 1993, Mortenson was sheltered
e for seven weeks by the small Pakistani village of Korphe; in return, he promised to

build the impoverished town's firsthool, a project that grew into the Central Asia
Institute, which has since constructed more than 50 schools across rural Pakistan

and Afghanistan. Coautr®Relin and Mortensopresentcompelling portraits of

the village elders, con artists, philanthipj mujahideen, Taliban officials,

ambitious school girls and upright Muslim$o Mortenson met along the way.

Sheth, Kashmira. Koval Dark, Mango Sweet.

This Mumbaibased coming of age stdigllows sixteenyearold Jeeta. One of
threedaughtersJees mother izonsumed with arrangirtheir marriagesand
fearsthat Jeeta's dark skin and smart mouth will turn off prospective grooms. But
the teen's new friend, Sarina, opéeseyes to other possibilities. Jeeta balances
tradition with modernity,family expectations witmer dreams for a vivid slice on

Mumbai life.

Cashore, Kristin. Graceling and Fire.

Feared as a killer since her childhood, Lady Katsa uses her unusual Grace
(superhuman gift) in the service of her uncle, King Randa. She is begionieigel
against his orders to kill or maim his more disloyal subjects when her path crosses
that of Po. A young foreign prince with a mysterious Grace as wefisg®m

beyond his years, Po convinces Katsa that she can stand up to the brutal kiaig and p
her giftto better uses.

Exquisitely romantic, this companion to the acclaimed "Graceling” has an entirely

W | new cast of characters, save for one person who plays a pivotal role in the previous
book. This story features a girl named Fire, whose beautypigsisibly irresistible

and who can control the minds of everyone around her.

Klein, Lisa. Ophelia.

Those who think they knothe story of Ophelia and Hamlet can think again, because
when bloody deeds turn the court of Elsinore into a place of treachery and madness,
"8 % Ophelia alone will find the means to escape, with nothing more than the clothes on
@22 her back . . . and one very dgemous secret.

Hamamura, John. Color of the Sea.

Born in Hawaii to Japanese parents, Sam Hamada is not destined to fdiliew in
father's footsteps as a mere plantation worker. Education, both traditional schooling
and martial arts training, is Sam's ticket out, leading him to college on the mainland,
where he meets Keiko, the fetching, willful daughter of Japanese immigrats. Y
while Keiko and Sam are falling in love, their adopted and native lands are preparing

for war.

Compiled from various reviews by K. Crwvand L. Lennon. 4/10



