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Shusterman, Neal. Unwind. 
Set in a future in which abortions are outlawed but parents have the option of signing over 
their 13- to 17-year-olds to be used as organ donors, the tale focuses on 16-year-old 
Connor, who falls in with other prospective Unwinds and finds a temporary refuge (thanks 
to a clandestine organization with its own peculiar agenda) before being captured and sent 
to Happy Jack Harvest Camp. 
 
 
Canales, Viola. The Tequila Worm. 
This Pura Belpre Award-winning book follows SofiaÕs journey from the barrio in McAllen, 
Texas to a privileged boarding school in Austin where she must navigate a strange, new 
world. But she never travels alone because of the magic and mystery of family traditions:  
making Easter cascarones, celebrating el Dia de los Muertos, preparing for quincea–era, 
and curing homesickness by eating the tequila worm. 
 

 
Freitas, Donna. The Possibilities of Sainthood.  
Fifteen-year-old Antonia, whose family owns an Italian market in Providence, Rhode Island, 
has two passions: saints and Catholic-high-school hottie Andy Rotellini. Antonia petitions 
the Vatican, modestly offering herself as the ideal candidate for sainthood, while 
simultaneously working toward getting her first kiss. Freitas provides an amusing glimpse at 
how a passion for religion can happily co-exist alongside other, less-exalted kinds. 
 

 
Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games and Catching Fire. 
North America has become Panem, a TV-dominated dictatorship run from a city called the 
Capitol. The rest of Panem is divided into 12 Districts (the former 13th had the bad judgment 
to revolt and no longer exists). The yearly highlight is the Hunger Games, a bloodthirsty 
reality TV show in which 24 teenagers chosen by lottery, two from each District, fight each 
other in a desolate environment called the ''arena.'' The winner gets a life of ease; the losers get 
death. The sequel, Catching Fire, unwinds everything that the characters know and rely upon 
in the first installment of what appears to be a possible trilogy! 

 
 
Jocelyn, Marthe. Would You?. 
For NatalieÕs amazing older sister, Claire, this summer is fantastic, because sheÕs zooming 
off to college in the fall. For Natalie, itÕs a fun summer with her friends; nothing special. 
When Claire is hit by a car, the world changes in a heartbeat. Over the next four days, 
moment by moment, Natalie, her parents, and their friends wait to learn if Claire will ever 
recover. 

 
Wright, Bil. When the Black Girl Sings. 
Where do you fit in? Where does anybody? Lahni Schuler is the only black student at her 
private prep school, and she's the adopted child of two white parents who are on the road to 
divorce. Struggling to comfort her mother and angry with her dad, Lahni feels more and 
more alone. But when Lahni and her mother attend a local church one Sunday, Lahni hears 
the amazing gospel choir, and sheÕs on the road to discovering her own identity.



 
Mass, Wendy. Every Soul A Star. 
Woven together from these three perspectives, Ally, Bree, and Jack, this story is intricate 
and compelling about strangers coming together under different circumstances and 
establishing unlikely friendships. With breathtaking descriptions of nature and its ultimate 
phenomenon, the eclipse, Every Soul a Star is a powerful and humorous story about 
dealing with change and discovering one's place in the universe. 
 
Staples, Suzanne Fisher. House of Djinn. 
It has been ten years since Shabanu staged her death to secure the safety of her daughter, 
Mumtaz, from her husbandÕs murderous brother. Mumtaz has been raised by her fatherÕs 
family with the education and security her mother desired for her, but with little 
understanding and love. Only her American cousin Jameel, her closest confidant and 
friend, and the beloved family patriarch, Baba, understand the pain of her loneliness. A 
commanding sequel to the novels Shabanu: Daughter of the Wind and Haveli, The House 
of Djinn stands on its own. 
 
Barakat, Ibtisam. Tasting the Sky: A Palestinian Childhood 
A memoir set in Ramallah in the aftermath of the 1967 Six-Day War, the book captures 
what it is like to be a child whose world is shattered by war. Barakat stitches together 
memories of the fear and confusion as bombs explode, her separation from her family, the 
harshness of life as a refugee, and her unexpected joy when she discovers the Arabic 
alphabet. This is the beginning of her passionate connection to words, as language 
becomes her refuge and her true home.  
 

Anderson, Laurie Haise. Chains. 
Promised freedom upon the death of their owner, Isabel and her sister, Ruth, in a cruel 
twist of fate, become the property of a malicious New York City couple, the Locktons. 
When Isabel meets Curzon, a slave with ties to the Patriots, he encourages her to spy on 
her owners, who know details of British plans for invasion. She is reluctant at first, but 
when the unthinkable happens to Ruth, Isabel realizes her loyalty is available to the bidder 
who can provide her with freedom. 
 
 
Kidd, Sue Monk. The Secret Life of Bees. 
When her beloved caretaker Rosaleen is arrested and assaulted by white men on her way 
to register to vote, Lily Owens decides to flee from town with her. The two set off to find 
Tiburon, South Carolina, a place Lily knows only from the picture of a black Madonna 
she found among her dead motherÕs things. 
 
 

 

Almond, David. The Raven. 
Almond's latest entrancingly dark tale explores the tenuous boundary between innocence 
and evil. Liam and his friend Max are playing outside, digging for treasure in the sun-baked 
soil of their rural Northumberland home, when they notice a raven that appears to be calling 
to them. The raven leads them to a ruined farmhouse, where they find an abandoned baby 
and a note that reads, "Plese look after her rite. This is a childe of God." 
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